
Summer Learning 
Fiction Book Jacket Project 

 
For this summer learning project, you will create a book jacket about an offered summer 

reading book. You need to read the book you select before starting the actual book 
jacket. This jacket is due on the day of the senior book talks. 

 
Constructing the Book Jacket: 

1. Use the legal-size paper provided to complete your book jacket. If you lose the 
paper, you are responsible for getting your own paper.  

2. Fold the paper in half, and then fold the edges about 4 inches to make flaps. 
3. Refer to the diagram below to create your book cover: 

 

 
 

Grading Rubric 
 

☛ Front Cover (_____ / 20) 
Your front cover should include: 
¨ The title of your book (4) 
¨ The author’s name (4) 
¨ Your name (4) 
¨ A creative illustration or visual 

element. This should be eye-catching 
and reflect an important part of the 
book. This does not need to be hand-
drawn, but if you find the image(s) 
online, credit must be given to the 
source. Also, the image(s) should be 
unique and not from the book itself. 
(8) 

 
 

☛ Inside Front Cover Flap 
(_____ / 20) 

¨ On the top of the flap, write a brief 
description of 2 or 3 of the book’s 
main characters. Each description 
should be 1 or 2 sentences. Try to 
include information that is unique 
about the character and why he/she is 
important in the book. (10) 

¨ On the bottom section of the flap, 
draw a picture of one of the characters 
you wrote about.  This can be of just 
the character or the character in a 
scene from the book. Include their 
unique features. Use colored pencils 
or markers. (10) 

 



☛ Back Cover (_____ / 20) 
¨ On the top half of the back cover, 

write a 2-3 paragraph summary of 
the book that highlights important 
events without any “spoilers” that 
could ruin the book for others. This 
summary must be original. 
Remember, a summary states the 
facts, not what you thought about 
the book. Include information 
about the plot, characters, and main 
events. You may include quotes.  
(10) 

¨ On the bottom half of the back 
cover, include made-up quotes (2-
4), “written” by an important 
person, organization, or magazine 
giving an opinion of the book. These 
quotes should include your opinion 
of the book.  (10) 
à “An excellent debut novel, To Kill 
a Mockingbird is a truly worthwhile 
read of national significance.” – 
Sarah Sullivan, author 
à “A splendid memoir, Farewell to 
Manzanar is both thought-
provoking and engrossing. Once 
you start reading this book, you will 
not want to put it down. ”  
–The New York Times 
 
 
 

☛ Writing Mechanics 
(_____ / 10) 

¨ Be sure to revise and edit your book 
jacket, checking for correct spelling, 
grammar, punctuation, capitalization, 
and word choice. (10) 

 
☛ Inside Back Cover Flap 

(_____ / 20) 
¨ On the top of this flap, you will include 

a picture of the author, either from the 
Internet or a personal drawing. (10) 

¨ On the bottom 2/3 you will also 
include 1-2 paragraphs about the 
author. Consider the following when 
writing your author biography: 
education, where he/she lives, family, 
other books, awards won, and 
interests/hobbies. Use the Internet to 
find information about the author if 
possible. (10) 

 
☛ Creativity & Construction 

(_____ / 10) 
¨ Be creative as possible with your book 

jacket. Use color to make your book 
cover stand out. (3) 

¨ Book jacket is neatly put together, 
without torn or ripped edges or piece 
of paper falling off. Written portions 
are easy to read. (2) 

¨ All components are included. (5) 
 
 

TOTAL POINTS: ______ / 100 


